
WHITCHURCH HIGH SCHOOL

L e a r n i n g f o r l i f e



“Whitchurch High School is a good,
successful school. Teachers, support staff,
pupils and students work together
purposefully to achieve high standards.”

ESTYN

MISSION STATEMENT

Lower School

Upper School

To be a caring, well ordered and successful community in which all individuals
who come to learn and work here are able to develop their maximum potential

K E Y A I M S
� To provide an educational environment in which all pupils can achieve at their highest possible level.

� To develop personality, cultivate social skills and prepare pupils for lifelong learning.

� To provide the highest standard of care for everyone and expect a standard of behaviour appropriate
to a civilised community.

� To provide through the curriculum and other activities for the spiritual and moral development of pupils.

� To value all members of the school community equally and to provide equality of opportunity for all,
irrespective of social background, ethnicity, gender or ability.

� To be a well run, happy and successful school which values its role in the local community,
and is held in high regard by the local community.
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Welcome 
At the end of last year we said goodbye and thank 

you to Gareth Mathewson OBE who retired as Head 

teacher of Whitchurch High School after fourteen years 

distinguished service. I am delighted and privileged to 

succeed him, having previously been Head teacher of 

Fitzalan, after being Deputy Head teacher at 

Whitchurch.  
 

Whitchurch High School is a co educational 

comprehensive school with almost 2,400 pupils on roll. 

Our intake is drawn from our eight partner primaries 

based in northern Cardiff. These are Birchgrove, 

Coryton, Eglwys Newydd, Eglws Wen, Gabalfa, 

Hawthorn, Llanishen Fach and Rhiwbina, as well as 

Meadowbank. The school is based on two sites in the 

suburb of Whitchurch. Years 7, 8 and 9 are based on 

the lower school site off Manor Way, with Years 10, 

11, 12 and 13 students on the upper school site in the 

Village. The popularity of the school means that it is 

oversubscribed in all year groups. 
  
Our sixth form is one of the largest in the country with 

over 500 students studying a range of courses. We are 

the only state school in Wales to offer a study of the 

International Baccalaureate Diploma as well as the 

Welsh Baccalaureate, Applied A levels, BTECs, A2s 

and A/S with individually designed programmes for 

students of all levels of abilities, including the More 

Able and Talented and those with Special Educational 

Needs. Excellent examination results ensure that a 

very high proportion of our students move on to 

University. 
  
We are a forward looking innovative school in which 

well proven, traditional values are allied to the best of 

modern teaching methods, including the extensive use 

of ICT. We aim to provide the very best learning 

environment and opportunities, inside and outside of 

the classroom, to allow each individual student to  

 
thrive and succeed. Staff are dedicated to helping  

each child achieve his or her potential and to this end 

we work closely in partnership with parents. The needs 

of each individual student are reviewed at regular 

intervals throughout their time with us.  One of our 

fundamental aims is to produce responsible students 

who posses the qualities which equip them for further 

study or employment. We are keen to celebrate 

personal successes at every opportunity. 
  
Individuals are encouraged to think about their role in 

society and to consider the needs of others. Charity 

work and community involvement therefore feature 

strongly, motivating our students to become 

responsible citizens of the twenty first century. We 

have a strong effective student forum, which is fully 

involved in the running of the school.  
  
We aim to achieve excellence.  We are very proud 
of the School’s outstanding reputation. 
 

I hope we have the opportunity to meet with you in the 

future.       

 
Huw Jones-Williams 

Head teacher 
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Music has a long-standing tradition, both
instrumental and vocal. It continues to
flourish with two choirs, two full orchestras,
two string orchestras, two wind bands, a
brass ensemble, rock groups and various
chamber ensembles. The department has
three full-time members of staff augmented
by twelve peripatetic teachers who visit the
school each week. Several concerts are
given each year at different venues in the
Cardiff area.

Many of the pupils also belong to County
ensembles, several having played with the
National Youth Orchestra of Wales, the
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain,
the European Community Youth Orchestra,
the National Youth Brass Band, Wind Band,
Choir and Jazz Ensembles of Wales and

Pro Corda, the National Association for
Young String Players.

Over the last twenty years the School
Orchestra has given many notable
performances including winning the
‘Outstanding Performance’ Award at the
National Festival of Music for Youth,
appearances at School Prom concerts at the
Royal Albert Hall and St David’s Hall, Cardiff,
a charity concert with the Pendyrus Male
Choir and a visit to Denbosch, Holland,
where they represented Wales during ‘Welsh
Week’ celebrations.

In recent years the School Wind Band
received a ‘Highly Commended’ Award at
the National Festival of Music for Youth and
was subsequently invited to perform at the
Schools Prom in the Royal Albert Hall.

There has always been a strong tradition of
Drama. This is reflected in its popularity as
an examination subject and the contribution
it makes to the personal, social and
aesthetic development of all students, as
well as the cultural ethos of the school.

In educational terms the aim of Drama
is to help all students to understand the
world in which they live. It helps our
younger pupils to develop speaking and
listening skills and assists in the teaching
of Shakespeare.

As a creative process Drama seeks to nurture
the artistic ability of students in all years.

Music and Drama work well together,
past productions having included ‘Fauré’s
Requiem’, ‘Guys and Dolls’, ‘West Side

the Arts
Art, Music and Drama flourish and these dynamic
subjects provide numerous opportunities for our
students to develop their creative skills.
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Story’, ‘Into the Woods’, ‘Cabaret’,
‘Company’, ‘Merrily We roll Along’ and
‘South Pacific’. The opening scheme of
Sondheim’s ‘Sweeney Todd’ was performed
at St David’s Hall as part of the inaugural
International Festival of Music Theatre.

The Art department is large and lively with
eight specialist staff and seven fully
equipped rooms, where the emphasis is on
providing a secure learning environment in
which pupils feel confident to experiment
and take risks with ideas and materials.

The underlying philosophy of the
department lies in the belief that the subject
of Art and Design is a perfect vehicle
through which to educate the individual
towards a peaceful and enriched
co-existence with others in an ever
changing world.

Curriculum projects are integrally linked to
the personal and social development of the
individual, providing opportunity for self-
discovery and debate as well as the
acquisition of practical and perceptual skills.

Through art and design processes the
pupil is able to formulate and realise ideas,
emotions and opinions, increase practical
skills and self confidence and ultimately
become responsible to oneself and
one’s environment.

The continual contribution of innovative
ideas from the large number of
postgraduate student teachers working
alongside staff has helped fuel the ethos of
the department - to provide challenging
and stimulating creative experiences
relevant to the time in which we live.

Extra-curricular activities are an important
aspect of the department’s success and
all pupils have access to art room facilities
during lunch breaks and after school.
Visits to galleries and museums, both
nationally and abroad, as well as
after-school sessions, including life-drawing,
are part of our curriculum.

Recent ‘Artist in Residence’ schemes have
brought local artists into the school to
give pupils the opportunity to work
directly with them.

above: The school’s
performance of ‘South
Pacific’ and, previous
page, the ‘Government
Inspector’

top and below: Both
challenging and
stimulating - the Art
department

“In artistic creativity it is, ultimately, ourselves we create.”
M. Ross
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It was once said that ‘Reading is to the
mind what exercise is to the body’.
In the English department we agree.
Consequently we offer our pupils a varied
diet of tasks and texts to ensure that they
leave us in Years 11 and 13 with the
healthiest possible examination results and a
grounding in literature and the workings of
the English language that will stand them in
good stead throughout life.

From entry at Year 7, we encourage
improved literacy skills with initiatives such
as ‘Book Trek’ and the ‘Basic Skills Award’
and annually we see many of our budding
young poets published as part of the ‘Write
Stuff’ national poetry competition.
Furthermore, the English department
promotes, through the annual Young
Playwright competition, the writing of
drama scripts across KS3, with the winner
for each year performing their plays to full
houses under the guidance of the Drama
department. For younger pupils who may
need a helping hand, we offer extra-
curricular Partnered Reading sessions where
additional teacher support is on hand as
well as the one-to-one attention of specially
trained sixth-formers.

In Upper School, the department’s level of
commitment, energy and enthusiasm
continues in order to make sure that our
pupils achieve their full potential.

Theatre trips, a thriving debate club
established on both Lower and Upper
Schools and public speaking competitions,
the use of multi-media resources in the
classroom and the Year 10 ‘Ready Steady
Book!’ quiz all combine to make the
learning of English fun and rewarding . . .
and we are all being rewarded! GCSE, IB, AS
and A2 results are all consistently excellent
at Whitchurch and recently, six pupils who
had taken the English and English Literature
GCSE courses were commended individually
by the NEAB examination board for having
results that were nationally outstanding.

So we exercised their minds. Let us exercise
your child’s!

English
. . . the healthiest possible examination results
and a grounding in literature and the workings
of the English language that will stand them in
good stead always.

The Library has an
extensive collection of
books covering a wide
variety of topics, making
it a popular resource for
pupils of all ages.
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Science at Whitchurch is taught at all stages
by subject specialists. Dual Award GCSE
Science includes Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Electronics and Astronomy. Triple Science,
which involves a separate qualification in
each subject, is also available at Key Stage 4.
Post 16 Science is offered at Higher and
Standard level in the International
Baccalaureate and also at AS and A2.
Geology is taught both at GCSE and at
A level.

At Key Stage 3 Energy Magnetism, space and
genetics are all part of a colourful,
challenging Integrated Science course. Pupils’
creativity, scientific knowledge and ingenuity
are tested to the full as they design, build
and launch their own rockets. Their finished
projects are then entered into a National
Science and Space competition.

A wealth of computer software, combined
with interactive presentation designed by
science staff is used to full effect in the
computer suite with laboratory-based
interactive whiteboards.

The Physics department encourages students
to complement their studies with GCSE
Astronomy and Electronics. Some fortunate
students are invited to participate in the
Nuffield Science Scheme which links the
school with university departments through
project work. This clearly proves effective in
encouraging pupils to continue their study at
further education establishments.

Memorable visits from astronauts, rocket
scientists, leading astronomers, radiographers
and particle scientists all contribute to a
positive and enjoyable learning experience.

Geology examines the form and structure of
our planet and the development of life.
Uniquely, it introduces the concept of the
vastness of geological time, which together
with the study of rock and fossil record, leads
to a deeper understanding of the origin of
the planet and the significance of life on
Earth. The ethos of the subject is one
founded in the importance of comprehensive
fieldwork as an essential aid in understanding
geological concepts. The subject has passed
beyond the boundaries of our planet and is a
significant aspect of space exploration.

Chemistry in many ways is the multi-
disciplinary science covering aspects of
Biology, Physics and particularly Earth
Science, as well as being a major subject in
its own right.

Pupils are encouraged to enjoy the challenges
and excitement of physics, chemistry, biology and
geology, each of which has a strong emphasis on
experimental practical work.

theSciences&

The Science Laboratories
are well equipped for
the pupils to experience
all aspects of this
exciting area of study
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The developments of modern technology,
particularly in metals, plastics, synthetic
materials, drugs, etc., have all depended on a
thorough understanding of Chemistry.

At Whitchurch, where possible, the emphasis
is on student-based practical work in the
laboratories, whilst not forgetting the
developments of computer technology.

Links have been made with universities and
local industry and the department plays a
major role in the training of science teachers.

The Biology department’s policy of
encouraging students to actively participate
in experimental practical work helps to
increase both interest and enjoyment in the
study of biological concepts and principles.
Examination and dissection of organs and
organ systems forms part of the learning
experience throughout all key stages. This
practical ethos serves to continually allow
students to link classroom theory to ‘real life’,
thus aiding understanding and encouraging
an attitude of curiosity and scientific enquiry.
Biological fieldwork also helps to promote a
respect for all forms of life and demonstrates
some of the effects human actions have on
living things and the environment.

Biology continues to attract large numbers of
post 16 students, many of whom continue
their studies into further education.

Technology in general has a very high
profile throughout Whitchurch High School.
It underpins much of the teaching and
learning that takes place across the
curriculum, as well as standing in its own
right in a variety of areas. Numerous
networked computer suites are available
throughout both sites of the school; two of
them have 30 PCs and several have at least
20 PCs. Currently the school has over 350
computers, the majority of which have
internet access, while the two sites are
connected by a 100mb broadband link.

All staff and pupils are provided with e-mail
addresses. E-learning material is provided
through the Learn-Premium web portal.

One of the most successful initiatives of late
has been the introduction of interactive
whiteboards into the classroom. This has
transformed the teaching and learning
environment and currently the school has
over 30 boards distributed across all
departments.

Specialist technology teaching takes place in
ICT, Design Technology, Food Technology
and Electronics. Fully integrated CAD/CAM
courses are integrated into the Design
Technology curriculum.

Registration of pupils in classes is performed
electronically using a wireless networking
system which has been extended to allow
teachers to enter subject grades for end of
term reports.

The school is always prepared to take on new
initiatives as we believe that pupils deserve to
be exposed to the latest technological
developments as early as possible in their
school career. These should prepare them for
higher education and the world of work.

top: Numerous
networked computer
suites are available
throughout both sites
of the school

above: ‘Women in
Construction’ day
produced these
runners-up from
Whitchurch High School.

Technology
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For many people Physical Education is
synonymous with physical recreation.
At Whitchurch, however, these activities
take place in the context of teaching and
learning. In Physical Education, general and
specific skills are acquired; knowledge and
understanding developed and positive
attitudes, together with social attributes,
are encouraged.

The Physical Education department’s role
is unique in its provision for all pupils. It is
the only curriculum area of a pupil’s
experience, which is based on physical
activity. Within the PE department the
pupils’ physical experiences are carefully
planned and are developed to correspond
to their abilities and their appropriate stage
of development.

Whitchurch High School Physical Education
department consists of twelve members of
staff who have a wealth of experience and
expertise in all aspects of Physical Education.
It also benefits from the contribution of
teachers from outside the department who
help with extra-curricular activities. The
school has produced many county and
international players in a number of
different sports.

Sportsfield
The school has an expansive extra-curricular
programme, which allows pupils to develop their
interests in non-competitive situations and also
in school teams.

pictures this page:
The school has fielded
successful teams in
many different sports
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The school has an expansive extra-curricular
programme, which allows pupils to develop
their interests in non-competitive situations
and also in school teams. Within the extra-
curricular programme the main winter
sports for the boys include rugby, football,
hockey, cross-country and skiing. Teams
compete in local and national
championships and the school’s under 14
and 16 boys’ hockey teams have succeeded
in becoming Welsh champions. A recent
under 14 rugby side won the Welsh ‘Coca
Cola’ cup at the Millennium stadium in
Cardiff. The senior rugby side competes in
the Welsh Schools Premier League and the
football sides compete in both Welsh and
English FA cup competitions. Within the
girls’ extra-curricular programme hockey,
netball and cross-country are the main
winter sports and again these teams
compete at regional and national levels with
great success. In addition to the above
sports the school has an outstanding
reputation in dance, skiing, swimming and
gymnastics. Within the summer programme
of extra-curricular activities the main sports
are athletics, tennis, baseball, cricket and
the school has again developed an
outstanding reputation, winning the
Welsh National Athletics title on several
occasions. In addition, the department
has a strong ethos of sport, encouraged
through our inter-form and inter-house
competitions. These include cross-country
events, inter-form sports day, inter-house
hockey, netball, rugby and football
tournaments.

The school facilities are developing all the
time, with an astro-turf, swimming pool and
gymnasium based on the Lower School site.
The recently developed recreation centre
with a new sports floor is an outstanding
teaching area for both boys and girls. The
Lower School site also has two rugby fields,
two outside netball courts and room for a
300 metre track in the summer. On the
upper school site we have a sports hall,
gymnasium, weights room, outside
tennis/netball courts and a pavilion, which
overlooks two rugby pitches, one football
pitch and the cricket wicket in the summer.

Physical Education at Whitchurch High
School makes a contribution to the social,
intellectual and physical development of
all pupils, providing the opportunity for
excellence in competitive and non-
competitive situations in lessons, clubs
and sports tours.

top: The ‘Rec’, our
all weather, indoor
sports area

above: Competition
skiing as part of the
Whitchurch High School
team
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The ability to speak a language is a vital part
of life in the 21st century: A total of five are
taught at Whitchurch.

Welsh is taught as a second language.
The growing popularity of the language of
Wales and the ever-increasing number of
doors it can open to pupils makes it a
relevant, accessible and exciting choice.

Emphasis is placed on the everyday use of
language and the importance of
communication. Pupils from Years 7-12 are
given the opportunity to attend residential
courses at the Urdd centres of Llangrannog
and Glanllyn, where they are encouraged to
participate in a wide range of activities
through the medium of Welsh.

As well as a thriving Welsh club in Lower
School the department organises an annual
Year 7 Eisteddfod. This enables pupils of all
abilities to complete in both off and on-
stage subject competitions and is one of the
highlights of the school calendar.

Modern Foreign Language learning begins
early at Whitchurch. The department is part
of the Welsh Key Stage 2 MFL Project,
whereby French and German are taught, in
an exciting new initiative, to Year 5 and Year
6 pupils in all our feeder primaries by
members of the department.

At Key Stage 3, French and German are
equal first languages. All pupils study one or
the other, with an option to study both for
certain pupils. The language comes alive
with trips every year to Calaise/Boulogne
and Le Touquet in France, Aachen/
Monschau in Germany and Zell am See
in Austria.

GCSE is offered in French, German and
Italian. At Key Stage 5 we offer a wide range
of courses and language: Fast-track GCSE
Italian is available ‘ab initio’, AS/A2 French
and German, International Baccalaureate at
Standard and Higher levels, and IB Spanish
‘ab initio’ at Standard level. Sixth form
linguists take advantage of a superb range
of visits run by the department to increase
cultural awareness and improve linguistic
competency. These include work experience
in France and Germany, homestay visits in
France and Germany, e-mail exchanges and
visits to schools in France, Germany and
Spain, and cultural visits abroad.

The latest technology which includes the
use of interactive whiteboards enhances all
language teaching at Whitchurch.

Languages
Languages at Whitchurch High School are thriving
and are taught in a dynamic way by two highly
successful departments: Modern Foreign
Languages and Welsh.

top: Bringing the
language to life, a group
of Language students on
a European trip

above: Our exciting
new initiative makes
languages accessible
and enjoyable for all
age groups



Whitchurch High School has a policy that ensures
we will always be looking to the future, that we are
aware of the need to change, expand and evolve to
enable our pupils to achieve their full potential in a
stable, creative, forward-thinking environment.

Facilities throughout the school are excellent,
and include a new concert and assembly area,
which benefits from ‘stowable’ seating and a stage,
and an all-weather outdoor astro-turf pitch.

Gareth Matthewson
Headteacher



CONTACT
Whitchurch High School
Penlline Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF14 2XJ
Tel: (029) 2062 9700
Fax: (029) 2062 9701
e-mail: whs@whitchurch.cardiff.sch.uk
web: www.whitchurchschool.org.uk




