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UNIT 2
RUSSIA IN TRANSITION 1914-1924 
THE CAUSES AND IMPACT OF THE CIVIL WAR, 1918-1921


CIVIL WAR – a civil war is a war between organized groups within a single nation state.
 




This unit focuses in depth on selected themes and issues relating to the history of Russia from 1914 to 1924. 
You will be required to:-
· develop an awareness of how issues affecting Russia in this period have been represented and interpreted 
· investigate any relevant issues using a range of historical sources. 

The Unit focuses on the questions below
	The causes and impact of the Civil War, 1918-1921

	Key questions 
	 Content exemplification

	What were the principal causes of the Civil War?
	Economic hardship across Russia
(widespread hunger across Russia; loss of grain supplies; growing violence on the streets)
Opposition to the Bolsheviks
(unpopularity of Lenin's reforms; opposition to the Peace Treaty)
Rival factions
(the aims of and support for rival factions: e.g. Whites, Greens, Czech Legion)

	Who were the main sides in the Civil War?
	The role of the White Generals
(geographical areas, examples of military actions)
The intervention of foreign powers
(support from foreign powers; the geographical spread of the different forces; the impact of their support)
The role of the Red Army
(the reforms of Trotsky; the actions of the Red Army; the murder of the Tsar and his family)

	Why were the Reds able to win the Civil War?
	The strengths of the Reds
(e.g: leadership of Lenin & Trotsky; War Communism; control of the railways; use of the Cheka; support from the
peasantry)
The weaknesses of the Whites
(e.g: lack of unity; geographical spread; poor leadership; low morale; weak support from foreign powers)



Aim: To understand why there was a Civil war in Russia between 1918 and 1921
Objectives: To complete  the tasks on this topic
Resources:WJEC Text book, Boardworks Powerpoint

Once the Bolsheviks had come to power the problems in Russia were not over. Russia was to face three years of internal warfare before the new Communist Government could say that it had complete control.
Quick Questions: Discuss these questions in class
Who was in control in Russia after October 1917?

Who would be happy about this?


Who do you think might be unhappy with the situation after 1917? List as many as you can.










Obviously if there were so many groups that opposed the Communist government at this time both inside and outside Russia, it was inevitable that there was the potential for trouble. This resulted in a horrific civil war that tore Russia apart for three years.
So why did the civil war start?
There were three main reasons:
1. Economic hardship across Russia
2. Opposition to the Bolsheviks
3. Rival factions



Economic Hardship  To understand this you need to know how severe the Treaty of Brest Litovsk was on Russia. Read P 84 of the GCSE Text book and look at the list of demands made by the Germans in this treaty. Now write a brief explanation of why Russia’s economy was so bad after 1917. Do not copy this out just try and summarise the main points.
 Russia’s economy was in a terrible state after the treaty of Brest Litovsk because












Why do you think that having a weak economy migh help start a civil war?


















Opposition to the Bolsheviks. 
You have suggested who might not like the new Bolshevik government. Now look at p 84 of the WJEC textbook and complete the diagram below which will help you understand who was fighting who in the Russian Civil War.

	REDS
	
	WHITES

	
	


VS
	Monarchists


	Kerenskyists

	
	
	Landowners



	Czech soldiers











Rival Factions – (A faction is group that disagrees with the ideas of other groups on the same side or in the same party) 
If you read the second and third paragraph on p85 of the WJEC textbook you can see that the Whites were not united. They were divided into factions. 
Why does this make it difficult for the Whites when they are fighting the Reds?




More information on the Whites:
Who were the Whites?
· The Czech Legion were a group of Czech prisoners-of-war who escaped and travelled up and down the Trans-Siberian railway attacking the Bolsheviks. 
· Britain, France and America sent some troops, and lots of money and supplies. 
· General Miller, with help from the Americans and British, captured Archangel in late 1918 and set up a tsarist government there. 
· Admiral Kolchak had 100,000 men, the entire treasury of Nicholas II, and military supplies from America, Britain and France. In early 1919, he advanced, but his officers were more interested in cocaine and vodka than battle, and his armies collapsed when the Bolsheviks counter-attacked. Kolchak was captured by the Czechs, and handed over to the Bolsheviks, who executed him. 
· General Yudenich had 16,000 men, tanks and the offer of 100,000 Finnish troops. The Finns went home when Kolchak refused to promise Finland independence. Yudenich attacked in October 1918 he got so close to Petrograd that his men could see the trains pulling out of the station. But then Trotsky turned up and inspired the people - 100,000 Red Guards and ordinary workers armed themselves with rifles and fought off the tanks. Yudenich resigned and went into exile. 
· General Denikin. In July 1919, White armies, numbering 150,000 soldiers and led by General Denikin and General Wrangel, attacked northwards from the Black Sea and got to within 250 miles of Moscow. But then they ran out of money. Denikin quarrelled with Wrangel. Ukrainians refused to fight with Russians. The White Terror was so terrible that the peasants flocked to join the Reds. In October 1919, the Reds counter-attacked and drove them back. Denikin escaped to France. 
· The Civil War ended in 1921

The Boardworks Powerpoint on the Russian  Civil War will help you understand this topic



Task: Using the information above and P85 of the Textbook  complete the diagram below. On the left, in point form, explain what advantages the Reds (Bolsheviks) had. On the right explain what disadvantages the Whites had.

	Red Advantages
	White Disadvantages
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