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because British political history over the past three
centuries has followed an evolutionary rather than
a revolutionary path.

Until the Glorious Revolution, there was no
separation of powers in the British system of
government, but absolute monarchy. Since then,
Britain has been a constitutional monarchy.

The 20th century liberal-democratic constitution
emerged from the 19th century liberal constitution

which itself evolved from the 18th century
balanced constitution.

Industrialisation was the key to the evolution of the
liberal constitution from the balanced constitution.
The growth of a mass electorate was the key to the
evolution of the liberal-democratic constitution
from the liberal constitution.

Dicey’s twin pillars of the British constitution are
parliamentary sovereignty and the rule of law.
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Item A The liberal constitution

“The monarch appoints
the Prime Minister
%) ‘avil service|

o 0

The Cabinet R 8

masessoier | [} )

A limited, indifferent v
‘middle-class electorate the Commons. The chil service
administers and
The civl servics s rasponsible to the Commons implements poiicy

‘through individual ministers

Adapted from Dearlove & Saunders 1991
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Adapted from Dearlove & Saunders 1991.
Item C Dicey’s two pillars of the constitution

Two features have at all times since the Norman Conquest characterised the
political institutions of England. The first of these features - royal supremacy -
has now passed into the sovereignty of Parliament. The principle of
parliamentary sovereignty means neither more nor less than this, namely that
Parliament has the right to make or unmake any law whatever; and, further,
that no person or body is recognised by the law of England as having the right
to override or set aside the legislation of Parliament. The second of these
features, which is closely connected with the first, is the rule or supremacy of
law. When we say that the rule of law is a characteristic of the English
constitution, we generally include under one expression at least three distinct
though kindred conceptions. We mean in the first place that no manis - . .
punishable or can be lawfully made to suffer in body or goods except for a
distinct breach of law established in the ordinary legal manner before the
ordinary courts of the land. We mean in the second place not only that no man
is above the law but that every man, whatever be his rank or condition, is
subject to the ordinary law of the realm and amenable to the jurisdiction of the
ordinary tribunals. Third, the general principles of the constitution (as, for
example, the right to personal liberty or the right of public meeting) are the
result of judicial decisions determining the rights of pnvate persons in particular
cases brought before the courts.

Adapted from Dicey 1885.

Questions
1 a) Identify the major

- constitutional differences
between the liberal
constitution and the
liberal-democratic
constitution as depicted in
Items A and B.

b) Explain when and how the
liberal constitution changed
into the liberal-democratic
constitution.

2. Using Item C, re-write Dxcey s

interpretations of (i)
parliamentary sovereignty
and (ii) the rule of law using
language more appropriate to
today.

3. “The Brmsh constitution’s

capacity to evolve is its major
strength.” Using Items A-C
explain this statement.




For further research look at this address in the BBC news Webpages :-

http://news6.thdo.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/talking_politics/newsid_88000/88593.stm

