IB Politics

Power and Authority

The political concepts of power, authority and legitimacy are central to an understanding of political activity and political systems, but it is often very difficult to distinguish between them. Authority is often only established because there is sufficient power to back up decisions, but the authority that is claimed to justify the exercise of power may not always be legitimate.

On these pages I wan you to put together some thoughts on the differences between Power, Authority and Legitimacy.

In the relevant space below suggests what you understand by:- 

Power-(Give some examples from the text.)

Authority (Use Weber’s three types)

Traditional Authority

Legal-Rational

Charismatic

Legitimacy

