Kennedy Accepts the Nomination of the Democratic Party in 1960 and talks
about the New Frontier

It is a time, in short, for a new generation of leadership - new men to cope with
new problems and new opportunities.

All over the world, particularly in the newer nations, young men are coming to
power - men who are not bound by the traditions of the past - men who are not
blinded by the old fears and hates and rivalries - young men who can cast of f
the old slogans and delusions and suspicions.

The Republican nominee-to-be, of course, is also a young man. But his approach
is as old as McKinley. His party is the party of the past. His speeches are
generalities from Poor Richard's Almanac. Their platform, made up of left-over
Democratic planks, has the courage of our old convictions. Their pledge is a
pledge to the status quo - and foday there can be no status quo.

For I stand tonight facing west on what was once the last frontier. From the
lands that stretch three thousand miles behind me, the pioneers of old gave up
their safety, their comfort and sometimes their own lives to build a new world
here in the West. They were not the captives of their own doubts, the prisoners
of their own price tags. Their motto was not “every man for himself” but “all for
the common cause.” They were determined to make that new world strong and
free, to overcome its hazards and its hardships, to conquer the enemies that
threatened from without and within.

Today some would say that those struggles are all over - that all the horizons
have been explored - that all the battles have ben won - that there is no longer
an American frontier.

But I trust that no one in this vast assemblage will agree with those sentiments.
For the problems are not all solved and the battlers are not all won - and we
stand today on the edge of a New Frontier - the frontier of the 1960's - a
frontier of unknown opportunities and perils - a frontier of unknown
opportunities and perils, a frontier of unfulfilled hopes and threats.



