Discover Something New

Teacher’s Notes

The aim of this unit is to introduce students to the study of history by developing an understanding of the concept of Chronology. This theme should take a bout 6-7 weeks to complete.

Students will work in groups and individually by studying 5 main themes over time:-

· Sport and Entertainment

· Crime and Punishment

· Health and Medicine

· Warfare

· Monarchy

1. Introduction 1-2 Lessons 

Introduction  and explanation of Chronology. Students to work through Chronology Workpack. The pack can be used to help create groups by grouping students with similar interests together.

Create groups – 5 groups of 6 – each group is allocated a theme to research
Chronology wordsearch solution
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2. The Main Research Task 3-4 lessons

Divide class into 5 groups of 6. Each group is allocated a theme. Each group will allocate pairs to research Medieval, Early Modern, and Modern periods of their theme.

Students will need text book resources and photocopied sheets where there are not enough texts.  Laptops can be used for research and students can do some ‘own learning’ outside the classroom. They complete research on worksheets though they do not have to be restricted to only using worksheets. This should take 3-4 lessons.

3. The Timeline 3-4 lessons
Once worksheets are completed the groups will get together and discuss their findings.

The aim now is to create a group timeline that accurately represents the chronology of the theme researched. This is the time where imagination should be used to create a timeline that explains the theme using words and pictures.

4. The Plenary sessions. 2-3 lessons

At this stage students will present their timelines to the class and share their learning experience with the group. This can be done in a variety of ways which teachers find the most effective.

