“Every picture tells a story”

Lessons 2 and 3 (teachers notes)

Lessons 2 and 3: “Who should be King of England in 1066?”

Aims: a) Pupils to understand why Edward the Confessors death caused a problem in 1066  b) Pupils to understand the qualities desirable in a medieval king b) Pupils to identify the advantages and disadvantages of the four contenders for the throne on 1066 and to select the most desirable candidate based on interviews 

Concepts: monarch/kingship; heir; Witan; power 

Subject skill: knowledge and understanding   

Other skills: TPA (asking questions)

Lesson2 (focus: why was there a problem in 1066?)

Resources: 2 worksheets (1 of each per pupil); pictures of medieval kings (enough for a least 1 pack between 2 pupils)

The worksheets provided are self explanatory. The sheet specifies that the pupils can work in pairs or small groups. Perhaps allow the pupils to decide how they what to work (some may chose to work independently)? 

The first activity concerns the death and burial of Edward as depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry.  At the risk of patronising everyone, the sequence of events are in reverse chronological order (Scene 1= burial at Westminster, Scene 2= funeral procession, scene 3= Edwards death).

The second activity is centred on a series of questions designed to encourage pupils to think about the nature of kingship, and the importance of a male heir.

The third activity involves pupils looking at a selection of images of medieval kings, and identifying qualities desirable in a king at this time. This leads on to the homework. I would suggest photocopying the homework task for each pupil, to ensure they have a clear point of reference when they are completing the task.

Lesson 3 (focus: who should be king in 1066?)

Resources: Group task sheet (1 per group); A3 recording sheet (1 per group); Candidate task sheet (1 per candidate); Candidate information sheet

Four pupils will each be given the task of playing the part of one of the contenders for the throne. They will be given a task sheet, and an information sheet outlining age, nationality, family details, experience of ruling; claim to the throne; personal qualities. Candidates are anonymous, referred to as Candidate A, B, C and D.

Again, at the risk of patronising everyone: Candidate A: William; Candidate B: Harald Hardraada; Candidate C: Edgar; Candidate D: Harold Godwineson.

The rest of the class will be divided into small groups of approximately 4. They will be provided with a task sheet (as I said in a previous email I am concerned this is too long, but it clearly explains what they have to do). 

The groups (playing the part of the Witan) must interview each candidate to determine who is best suited to be the next King of England (based on criteria discussed in previous lesson). An A3 recording sheet will be provided for each group to help record their findings (focuses pupils on advantages and disadvantages of each candidate). At the end of the activity, each group must announce who they think should be king and why. Teacher can then confirm who the candidates were (although some pupils would have already worked this out!), and announce who was in fact chosen by the Witan. A general discussion could follow about how the unsuccessful candidates may feel, and what action they may choose to take, etc.

(Individual teachers will obviously manage this activity in their own way. In upper school I do a role play when teaching McCarthyism, and I see this activity working in a similar way. The four contenders to the throne will be kept way from groups, on a separate table. They will be given time to familiarise themselves will the task sheet, and their character. The groups will be given time to read task sheet, and prepare questions to ask each candidate (limit this to no more than 5- 10 minutes).

When the interviews begin, each candidate spends approximately 5-10 minutes (no more) with each group, before the teacher instructs that the candidates move on to the next group. The activity should take no more than 40 minutes. The groups will need to organise themselves in order to ensure the necessary information is being recorded on the A3 sheet during the interviews. This should leave approximately 10 minutes to bring lesson together at the end.) 

