Connections


The Domesday Book

In 1086 William had been king for twenty years. He decided to carry out a survey that would show exactly how wealthy Britain was, and what the effects of his conquest were. The results of the survey were put together into two large books, which became known as the Domesday Book. “Domesday” because people thought that writing everything down was like the end of the world and Judgement Day. The survey was to help William find out how much tax he could charge.
In this Lesson you will learn:

· how and why the Domesday survey was carried out

· what the Domesday Book tells us about the effects of the Norman conquest on Britain

Task one

1. Work in pairs.

2. Log on to the computer and access the School history website. Select KS3 and then Year 7. Go to Connections and click on Domesday Page. Follow the instructions online, and complete the tasks  

Task two

You now did to show what you have learnt about the Domesday Book from this lesson. You must understand how and why the survey was carried out. Try to explain what the Domesday Book tells us about the effects of the Norman Conquest on Britain. You can show your understanding by either:

a) Drawing a cartoon strip or a storyboard 

b) Writing and performing a poem or rap song

c) Writing a speech for a television documentary about the Norman Conquest and the Domesday Book.

You can choose how you work on this activity (i.e. independently, pairs, small groups (no more than 3). 

