“Connections”
Teacher’s notes: The Domesday Book
Aims: a) Pupils to understand how and why Domesday survey was carried out b) Pupils to identify what the Domesday Book tells us about the effects of the Norman Conquest on Britain 
Concepts:  power; control; survey; tax 
Subject skill: Historical enquiry; knowledge and understanding    

Other skills: ICTA (tbc)
Task 1

Teachers introduce lesson/concept of a survey and its benefits by conducting a survey within the class room. This is at the discretion of individual teachers who will have their own ideas on how to do this. One suggestion might be to ask two members of the class to play the part of “officials”, and get them to ask specific questions regarding things like size/type of home; professions of parent/parent(s); how many people in the house hold do paid work; holiday home/caravan?; how much (if any) allowance/pocket money pupils receive a week/month. The answers would be written on pieces of paper of a uniform size. Obviously, given the sensitive nature of this information, assurances need to be given that no one will see it! After the survey is conducted, “officials” can collect paper and pass to teacher/king who now has in their possession a “Domesday book” of that particular class. This can prompt a discussion, i.e. what can the information contained within the book tell the teacher about individuals within the class (wealth of house hold). This can be linked to William’s need to ascertain how much wealth was contained within Britain for tax purposes, etc.

Task 2

The second part of the lesson involves ICT, and paired pupils will need access to a computer. Pupils need to access www.schoolsnet.com. The correct link will be put on school website to save time. A task sheet has been prepared. The activity involves a range of evidence based activities. Pupils will be able to assess their own understanding through a series of quiz style questions.
Task 3
The final part of the lesson will allow pupils to demonstrate what they have learnt about the Domesday Book (in a medium they feel comfortable with), focusing specifically on the key questions outlined in lesson aims. See task sheet for details. This may be completed for home work, or the following lesson at the discretion of the class teacher.       

